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HSP (2012) 3rd  Meeting
Scottish Government Health Directorates
Chief Scientist Office

Health Services and Population Health Research Committee 
Minute of the meeting of the Health Services and Population Health Research Committee held in meeting room 4:ER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 17 October 2012.
Present:




Scottish Government:

Professor David Stott (Chair)

Dr Peter Craig
Dr Rachel Baker



Miss Diane Brockie
Professor Sally-Ann Cooper                                    
Mr Kenneth McLeod
Professor Amanda Lee



Dr Steff Lewis

Professor Jill Morrison
Professor Jane Norman
Professor Rory O’Connor

Dr Sean Treweek

Dr Margaret Watson

Dr Sarah Wild

Dr Olivia Wu

Dr Salah Beltagui (Lay Member)

Mrs Anne Simpson (Lay Member)

MrsHeather Cassie (CSO Fellow, Observer)

Lesley Frew (Scottish Infection Research Network, Observer)

1. Apologies for absence and intimations

Professor Aziz Sheikh and Dr Miles Witham sent their apologies.
 


There were two observers – Mrs Heather Cassie, a CSO doctoral fellow from 
University of Dundee, and  Lesley Frew from the Scottish Infection Research 
Network, University of Glasgow.

Professor Stott informed the Committee that this was his last meeting as chair, and his successor would be Professor Bob Steele. Dr Craig thanked Professor Stott on behalf of the CSO and the Committee for his twelve years’ service to the health services and public health research community in Scotland.
2. Approval of minutes of HSP meeting held on 22 June 2012
A revision to the attendees, to indicate that Dr Beltagui did not attend, was 
made to the minutes of the meeting held on 22 June 2012.
3. Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 22 June 2012

Full details of the successful applications from the June meeting are attached 
at Annex A.
4. Final Reports

Full details of final reports and the grades attributed are attached as Annex B.
5. Applications
5.1 [Resubmission] Dr Diane Stockton, Dr Gerry McCartney, Dr Colin 
Fischbacher, Dr Oliver Blatchford, Mr Ian Grant, Mr Neil Craig 
(CZH/4/756) 

A national burden of diseases, injuries and risk factors study for Scotland

The Committee recommended funding this project.

5.2 [Resubmission] Prof Stephen Platt, Dr Christopher Burton, Dr Amy 
Chandler (CZH/4/783)

General Practitioner understanding and management of patients who self-
harm: 
a qualitative study.

The Committee recommended funding this project.

5.3 [Resubmission] Dr Barbara Farquharson, Dr Marian Brady, Prof Ronan 
O'Carroll, Prof Martin Dennis (CZH/4/823)

How people symptoms of stroke to health services: An investigation using the 
Commonsense Model of Self-Regulation.


The Committee did not recommend funding this project.

5.4 [Revised] Prof J Evans, Dr Breda Cullen, Dr Niall Broomfield, Dr Denyse 
Kersel, Mrs H Murray (CZH/4/778)

Brief positive psychotherapy after acquired brain injury: A pilot randomised 
controlled trial

The Committee recommended funding this project.

5.5 [Revised] Dr Sheila Rodgers, Dr G Drummond, Dr A Waite, Dr C Weir, Dr 
A Bateman, Ms J MacArthur, Ms T Burton, Prof A Arvind, Dr J Smith, Dr  
J Tocher (CZH/4/808)

A feasibility study to assess the implementation of wireless respiratory 
monitoring in postoperative patients


The Committee did not recommend funding this project.

5.6 Prof J Evans, Dr B Dritschel, Dr B Cullen (CZH/4/780)

Improving the effectiveness of problem solving in people with traumatic brain 
injury via training in concreteness and memory specificity (T-CAMS)



The Committee did not recommend funding this project. 

5.7 Dr M Schwannauer, Dr H Griffiths, Prof S Lawrie, Prof S Moritz, Prof R 
Bentall, Prof K Power (CZH/4/788)


A feasibility study of two psychological interventions targeting negative 
symptoms and depression in psychosis and the role of key psychological 
treatment mechanisms.


The Committee did not recommend funding this project.

5.8 Prof C Williams, Dr I Piper, Prof J Kinsella, Prof P Andrews, Mr L Dunn 
(CZH/4/801)


Improving decision support for treating arterial hypotension in adult patients 
during their management in intensive care.

The Committee recommended funding this project.
5.9 Dr M Wells, Dr G Ozakinci, Prof L Bauld, Prof S Haw, Mr A Radley, Prof B 
Williams, Prof A Munro, Prof V Entwistle (CZH/4/807)

Cancer diagnosis as an opportunity for increasing uptake of smoking cessation services among families: an exploratory study of patients’, family members’ and health professionals’ views.

The Committee recommended funding this project.
5.10 Prof F van Wijke, Dr D Skelton, Prof B Williams, Dr G Mead (CZH/4/819)

Physical activity for non-ambulatory stroke survivors living at home: developing a feasible and acceptable intervention.
The Committee recommended funding this project.
5.11 Dr B McKinstry, Dr H Pinnock, Prof W MacNee, Dr R Rabinovich, Dr C 
Weir, 
Dr J Hanley (CZH/4/826)

Exploring the feasibility of using remote respiratory monitoring to detect and manage exacerbations of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.

The Committee recommended funding this project.
5.12 Dr A Pollock, Prof G Mead, Dr F van Wijke, Prof J Mehrholz, Prof P 
Langhorne, Dr M Brady (CZH/4/854)


A Cochrane overview of interventions to improve upper limb function after 
stoke.


The Committee recommended funding this project.
5.13 Dr D Sumukadas, Prof M McMurdo, Dr M Witham, Prof A Struthers 
(CZH/4/856)

Do ACE inhibitors reduce postural instability in older people?: towards a novel approach to falls prevention.

The Committee recommended funding this project.
5.14 Prof Peter Davey, Dr C Marwick, Dr E Charani, Dr I Gould, Prof C Ramsay 
(CZH/4/861)

Systematic review and meta-analysis of interventions to improve antibiotic prescribing practices for hospital inpatients.
The Committee recommended funding this project.
5.15 Prof David Tappin, Dr D Shipton (CZH/4/864)

Measuring population levels of heavy alcohol consumption in pregnant women in the west of Scotland.


The Committee did not recommend funding this project.

5.16 Dr M Abdel-fattah, Dr K Guerrero, Dr V Granitsiotis, Dr W Agur, Dr G 
Prescott, Ms M Kilzono (CZH/4/865)

A pilot Multicentre Randomised Trial of The Anchored Delayed-Adjustable Mid-urethral Sling (REMEEX) Versus Retropubic Mid-Urethral Slings (TVT) for the Surgical Treatment of Recurrent Stress Urinary Incontinence in women.
The Committee did not recommend funding this project.

5.17 Dr Rebecca Reynolds, Prof Siladitya Bhattacharya, Dr Sohinee 
Bhattacharya, Prof Amanda Lee, Prof Jane Norman, Prof Sarah Wild, Dr 
Edwin Amalraj, Dr Robert Lindsay (CZH/4/871)

Maternal Obesity and Offspring Diabetes (MOOD) Study: Does maternal obesity in pregnancy increase the risk of diabetes in the offspring?
The Committee did not recommend funding this project.

5.18 Prof Raj Bhopal, Prof J Pearce, Dr C Fischbacher, Mr C Povey, Prof A 
Sheikh, Dr C Simpson, Dr S Hutchinson, Dr L Gruer, , Mr D Buchanan 
(CZH/4/878)

Scottish Health and Ethnicity Linkage Study (SHELS): examining inequalities in all- mortality, all-hospitalisation, infectious and parasitic diseases, injury and poisoning, and bowel screening.
The Committee recommend funding this project.

5.19 Dr Joanne Booth, Dr K Guerreo, Prof S Hagen, Dr D McClurg, Dr N 
Roberts (CZH/4/880)

Transcutaneous posterior tibial nerve stimulation for women with refractory idiopathic overactive bladder: a feasibility (Phase II) study including an exploratory randomised controlled trial.
The Committee did not recommend funding this project.

5.20 Prof Jane Norman, Dr M Alhous, Prof D Porteous, Prof J Seckl, Dr R 
Reynolds, Dr R Lindsay (CZH/4/881)

Investigation of the long-term effects of intrauterine exposure to maternal diabetes: a record linkage study.
The Committee recommended funding this project.
5.21 Prof Jane Norman, Dr C Calderwood, Dr S Cunningham-Burley, Ms J 
Scott, Prof C  Weir, Dr J Chalmers, Dr E Murdoch, Dr S Stock, Dr M 
Ross-Davie,
Prof F McAuliffe, Dr M Geary, Dr A Hunter, Dr A Heazell, Dr 
J Froen (CZH/4/882)

Does promoting increased awareness of decreased fetal movements reduce stillbirth, a stepped wedge cluster randomised trial?
The Committee recommended funding this project.
5.22 Prof Kate Hunt, Dr C Gray, Dr A MacLean, Dr W Mullen, Prof N Mutrie, 
Prof S Wyke, Mr C Mailer, Mr A Pride (CZH/4/886)

Can a football-based weight management/physical activity/healthy living programme be adapted for delivery in secure institutional settings to support at-risk groups in positive, sustainable behavioural change?
The Committee recommended funding this project.
5.23 Dr John Dillon, Dr Miles Witham, Prof Peter Donnan, Dr Mathis 
Heydtmann, Dr Andrew Bathgate, Dr Andrew Fraser, Dr Morgan 
Evans, 
Prof Clives 
Hayes, Prof Clifford Leen, Dr Peter Bramley, Dr Stephen 
Barclay, Dr 
Raymond Fox (CZH/4/887)

Can Vitamin D supplementation improve Hepatitis C cure rates: A multicentre randomised controlled clinical trial?
The Committee did not recommend funding this project.
5.24 Dr S MacDonald, Prof U MacLeod, Ms S Browne, Dr C Campbell, Prof D 
Weller, Dr K Robb, Prof R Steele (CZH/4/890)


Improving Early Detection of Colorectal Cancer: the role of Candidacy.

The Committee recommended funding this project.
5.25 Prof Siladitya Bhattacharya, Prof Tim Draycott, Dr Robert Fox, Dr 
Dimitrios Siassakos, Dr Erik Lenguerrand, Dr Pauline Lynch, Dr Joanna 
Crofts, Dr Cathy Winter, Prof John Norrie, Mr Graeme MacLennan, Dr 
Kirsty McCormack, Mrs Alison McDonald, Dr Gladys McPherson, Prof 
Alan Cameron (CZH/4/893)

Improving intrapartum outcomes for mothers and babies in Scotland: a stepped-wedge RCT of an Intrapartum emergencies training package in 15 Scottish Maternity Units.

This applicant has been asked to resubmit this application to the next Committee following directed revision.
4. Additional funding request


Dr David Tappin (CZH/4/594) 

Financial Incentives for Smoking Cessation in Pregnancy: A phase II randomised controlled trial
Request for further funding and an extension to the end date of the project were agreed by the Committee.
5. Progress reports


None.
6. Any other business
7. Date of next meeting:  The next meeting will take place in meeting room 
4:ER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 6 March 
2013.
3.
Matters arising from minutes of the HSP meeting held on 22 June 2012
3.1 [6.2 R] Prof K Davidson, Dr S Berry, Prof J Norrie, Ms G Bienkowski,         Dr M Osborne, Dr G Ralston (CZH/4/708)
Measuring and Monitoring patient informed clinical Outcomes in psychological therapy Supervision (MEMOS). A stepped wedge cluster randomised controlled trial.

A funding letter has now been issued and accepted.
3.2 [6.7 R] Dr E Schmitt Freire, Prof J Morrison, Prof C Williams,                   Prof M Cooper, Prof R Elliott, Dr A McConnachie, Dr A Walker (CZH/4/723)

Counselling versus low-intensity cognitive behavioural therapy for persistent 
subthreshold and mild depression (CLICD): a pilot/feasibility randomised 
controlled trial.

A funding letter has now been issued and accepted.

3.3 [6.8] Mr G Wylie, Dr J Morris, Prof B Williams, Prof F Sullivan, Prof H Menz,  Dr S Ogston, Dr J Harper (CZH/4/701)



A podiatry intervention to reduce falls in care home residents: development, 
feasibility and acceptability study with exploratory randomised controlled trial.

A funding letter has now been issued and accepted.

3.4 [6.10 R] Prof C Wright, Prof J McColl. Prof T Cole, Dr R Bland (CZH/4/676)


The role of weight gain in the identification of under and over nutrition: 
compiling a longitudinal growth dataset.
The Committee recommended funding this project subject to minor modification of the application, a revised application has been received, further information has been requested.

A funding letter has now been issued and accepted.

3.5 [6.15 R] Dr G Hoskins, Prof B Williams, Prof P Donnan, 

Prof A Sheikh, Dr H Pinnock, Dr E Duncan, Dr M van der Pol (CZH/4/697)


Can eliciting and addressing health-related goals improve asthma control and 
asthma-related quality of life? Feasibility Phase II pilot randomised controlled 
trial of a brief intervention.

A funding letter has now been issued and accepted.

3.6 [6.16] Prof A Gumley, Prof A Briggs, Prof I Ford, Dr H McLeod, Dr R White (CZH/4/743)


A parallel group randomised open blinded evaluation of Acceptance and 
commitment therapy for Depression After Psychosis: a pilot Trial (ADAPT).
The Committee recommended funding this project subject to minor modification of the application, a revised application has yet to be received further information has been requested.  

A funding letter has now been issued and accepted.
3.7 [6.17] Prof A Lee, Dr T Porteous, Prof C Bond, Dr J Francis, Dr R Lowe,    Mr G Scotland, Prof A Sheikh, Dr L Smith, Dr M Thomas, Prof S Wyke (CZH/4/746)


Can a goal-focussed intervention delivered in Scottish community pharmacies 
improve outcomes for people with intermittent allergic rhinitis? A pilot 
randomised controlled trial.

A funding letter has now been issued and accepted.

3.8 [6.19 R] Prof C Williams, Prof J Morrison, Miss C McClay,                            Dr A McConnachie (CZH/4/738)



A randomised controlled trial of a community based group guided self-help 
intervention for low mood and stress.


A funding letter has now been issued and accepted.

3.9 [6.24] Dr S Philip, Dr A Fleming, Dr J Olsen, Dr G Prescott, Prof P Sharp (CZH/4/742)



Can automated analysis of sequential retinal images of people attending 
diabetic retinopathy screening predict future referral to ophthalmology?

A funding letter has now been issued and accepted.

4. Final Reports - Full details of final reports received and graded 
4.1 Professsor David Stone (CZH/4/490)

The public health challenge of road safety – a study of the epidemiological patterns, healthcare consequences and prevention of traffic related injuries in Strathclyde, second revised report.

The second revision to the report was discussed by the Committee and graded as Satisfactory.
4.2 Mr John Swan (CZG/2/461)

Intensive psychotherapy for chronic, treatment-resistant depression: a pilot 
investigation of clinical effectiveness and mediators of learning in the 
Cognitive Behavioural Ananlysis System of Psychotherapy (CBASP).


Preliminary graded as Satisfactory subject to minor modification.

4.3 Professor Frank Sullivan (CZG/2/487)

A pilot investigation into the feasibility of developing a record-linked database 
to study the genetics of childhood eczema in primary care.


Grade - Satisfactory.

4.4 Dr Susan Rasmussen (CZG/2/496)


A brief pre-trial intervention pilot study of a postcard intervention to reduce 
repetition of hospital treated self-harm.


Grade - Excellent
4.5 Professor Ronan O'Carroll (CZG/2/514)


A Brief Intervention To Increase Walking In Patients With Peripheral Arterial 
Disease: Long Term Follow-Up.


Grade - Satisfactory
4.6 Dr Sophie Barrett (CZG/2/522)

A Comparison Of Information Obtained From Record Linkage To Routinely 
Collected Data And Information From Active Long Term Follow Up Of Scottish 
Participants In The TACT (Taxotere As Adjuvant Chemotherapy).


Grade - Good.

4.7 Dr Alan Fleming (CZG/2/536)


The value of automated grading of retinopathy to predict 5-year 
cardiovascular disease risk in people with diabetes in Scotland.

Preliminary graded as Good subject to minor modification.
4.8 Professor Andrew Briggs (CZG/2/539)


What is the potential for Fractional Flow Reserve Measurement to improve 
revascularisation outcomes in NSTEMI? A pre-trial model of cost-
effectiveness.

Grade - Satisfactory.

4.9 Dr Steven Turner (CZH/4/418)


Establishing a database to study gene-environment interactions and 
pharmacogenomics for asthma among Scottish children.


Grade - Satisfactory.

4.10 Professor David Cooke (CZH/4/485)


The Comprehensive Assessment of Psychopathic Personality Disorder 
(CAPP): The development of a new measure of psychopathy and an 
assessment of its cross-cultural generalisability.


Grade - Good.

4.11 Professor Ronan O'Carroll (CZH/4/569)


Improving adherence to medication in stroke survivors (IAMSS) : pilot study.

Grade - Good.


4.12 Dr Alexandros Zangelidis (CZG/2/533)


Eye Care Service in Scotland: Did The Scots Get It Right?

Grade - Good.

4.13 Professor Tom McMillan (CZH/4/658)


Assessing the validity and reliability of the Glasgow Outcome at Discharge 
Scale 
for head injury.


Grade - Satisfactory.
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