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ETMRC (2013) 3rd Meeting

Scottish Government Health Directorates

Chief Scientist Office

Experimental and Translational Medicine Research Committee

Minute of the meeting of the ETMRC on 27 November 2013 held in Conference 
rooms A&B, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, at 9:30 am.
	Present:
	Scottish Government:

	Professor Siddarthan Chandran

Professor Eleanor Davies
Dr Fiona Denison
Dr Elaina Collie-Duguid
Professor Ruth Jarrett

Professor Sarah Howie

Dr Faisel Khan

Professor Alistair Leanord
Dr Andrew McIntosh
Professor Keith Muir
	Dr Alan McNair

Mrs Yvonne Croll 

Mr Kenneth McLeod



	Dr Russell Petty
Professor Philip Rowe
	

	Professor Donald Salter
Dr Calum Sutherland
	

	Ms Barbara Lamb (Lay Member)
	

	Ms Joanna McGregor (Observer)
	


1. Apologies for absence and intimations


Dr Simon Powis and Professor Alasdair MacLullich sent their apologies. 
2. Approval of minutes of ETMRC meeting held on 14 June 2013
The minutes of the meeting were approved.

3. Matters arising from the minutes of the ETMRC meeting held on 14 June 
2013 - full details of the 7 successful applications from the meeting 
are attached 
at Annex A.
4. Final Reports
4.1 Withdrawn (CZB/4/600)
Final report was submitted incorrectly by PI, and not graded or discussed by the Committee.
4.2 Mr M. Duxbury (CZB/4/693)


Defining the role of protein kinases in pancreatic adenocarcinoma 
chemoresistance to gemcitabine.

The Committee graded this report as Good but have asked that the aims in the Focus on Research be rewritten for the lay reader.

4.3 Professor B. Lipworth (CZB/4/716)


Evaluation of beta-blockers for the treatment of asthma.


The Committee graded this report as Good.
4.4 Dr D.N. Bateman (CZB/4/722)


Scottish and Newcastle Antiemetic Pre-treatment for Paracetamol Poisoning study (SNAP) Evaluation of the effect of pre-treatment with ondansetron on the incidence of acetylcysteine-related nausea and vomiting in patients with paracetamol poisoning.


The Committee graded this report as Good, though they have requested that the Focus on Research be revised to meet the requirements of a lay reader.
4.5 Dr J.F. Wilson (CZB/4/728)


Orkney Complex Disease Study: ORCADES Glycobiology Study.


The Committee graded this report as Good, asking that the Focus on Research 
be rewritten taking into account the lay reader.
4.6 Dr A. Hill (ETM/7)


Can long term statin therapy reduce the excess neutrophilic airways 
inflammation in patients with bronchiectasis?

The Committee graded this report as Good, though have noted the apparent 
lack of dissemination of the study findings.
4.7 Dr A.J.E Green (ETM/58)

Development and evaluation of a disease-specific diagnostic test for Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease based on the detection of PrP in the cerebrospinal fluid using real-time QuIC analysis.


Will be resubmitted for marking at the June meeting.
4.8 Professor G. Graham (ETM/115)

Assessing the value and function of D6 as a novel marker of inflammatory diseases.

Will be resubmitted for marking at the June meeting.
4.9 Professor S. Anderton (ETM/163)


Probing regulatory T cells in multiple sclerosis brain.


The Committee graded this report as Satisfactory, and have asked the the Focus 
on Research be rewritten taking on board the criteria for this.
4.10 Professor H. Galley (ETM/167)

A dose escalation study of melatonin in healthy volunteers as a potential treatment for sepsis.

The Committee graded this report as Good.
5. Applications
5.1 Professor John Connell, Professor Colin Palmer, Professor Eleanor 
Davies, Dr Scott MacKenzie. University of Dundee (ETM/324)

Understanding the genetic regulation of adrenal steroid hormones in cardiovascular disease - developing a stratified approach to cardiovascular care.

The Committee recommended awarding funding to this application.

5.2 Dr Stuart Cobb, Dr Mark ES Bailey.  University of Glasgow (ETM/334)
Developing and evaluating novel gene therapy approaches in Rett syndrome.

The Committee recommended awarding funding to this application.

5.3 Dr James McLay, Dr Thomas Engelhardt, Dr Ahmed Hawwa, Ms Helen Hill.  
University of Aberdeen & NHS Grampian (ETM/347)

Assessment of the pharmacokinetics and safety of pre-operative oral clonidine in children: Evaluation of optimal assay methods.

The Committee did not recommend funding this application.

5.4 Dr Lucia Kuffova, Dr Clare Corbett, Professor John V. Forrester.  University 
of Aberdeen (ETM/351)

D0CK2 as a target for control of sight-threatening autoimmune uveitis.

The Committee recommended awarding funding to this application.

5.5 Dr Pippa Thomson, Professor John Starr, Professor Ian Deary.
University of Edinburgh (ETM/322)
Using polygenic risk scores to improve disease prediction in late onset Alzheimer's disease.
The Committee did not recommend funding this application.

5.6 Professor Peter Graham Edward Kennedy, Dr Edward G Rowan.  
University of Glasgow (ETM/320)


Investigating the genetic determinants of sodium channel changes induced by Varicella-Zoster viruses associated with post-herpetic neuralgia

The Committee did not recommend funding this application.

5.7 Dr John Campbell, Dr Shareen Forbes, Mr John J Casey, Dr David Colligan, 
Dr Neil McGowan.  Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service (ETM/325)
Mesenchymal stromal cells for co-transplantation with pancreatic islets to improve graft function in type-1 diabetes.

The Committee recommended awarding funding to this application.

5.8 Professor JM Wardlaw, Dr F N Doubal, Professor I Marshall, Professor P 
Andrews, Professor M Dennis, Dr M Thrippleton. University of Edinburgh & 
NHS Lothian (ETM/326)

Non-invasive measurement of cerebrovascular reactivity and compliance in cerebral small vessel disease: feasibility and estimation of sample size for translational research and clinical trials.
The Committee recommended awarding funding to this application.

5.9 Professor Sarah Howie, Dr Kate Cuschieri, Dr Camille Busby-Earle, Dr 
Alistair Williams, Dr Kimberley Kavanagh, Prof Heather Cubie. University of 
Edinburgh & NHS Lothian (ETM/329)

Development of CINCk (CIN chemokine panel) as an objective laboratory triage test for HPV infected women with clinically significant cervical disease.

The Committee recommended awarding funding to this application.

5.10 Dr Nik Hirani, Professor Adriano Giorgio Rossi, Dr John Alexander 
Marwick.  University of Edinburgh & NHS Lothian (ETM/330)

Reprogramming alveolar macrophages in IPF.

The Committee recommended awarding funding to this application.

5.11 Mr Ewen Harrison, Professor Jeremy Hughes, Professor Stephen Wigmore. 
University of Edinburgh (ETM/339)


Cytoprotective modulation of heat shock protein expression in human renal tubular epithelial cells and macrophages.

The Committee did not recommend funding this application.

5.12 Stuart J Forbes, Dr Alison Mackinnon, Dr Neil McGowan.  University of 
Edinburgh & NHS Lothian (ETM/343)
Autologous macrophage therapy for chronic liver disease.

The Committee did not recommend funding this application.

5.13 Professor Jiirgen Haas, Dr. Kate Templeton, Dr. Kenneth Baillie, Professor 
Chris Haley. University of Edinburgh & NHS Lothian (ETM/346)

Host genetic susceptibility in respiratory influenza A and Coronavirus infections.
The Committee did not recommend funding this application.

5.14 Professor John Plevris, Dr Leonard Nelson, Professor Peter Hayes, Dr 
Khalida Ann Lockman.  University of Edinburgh & NHS Lothian (ETM/349)

Elucidating potentiation of drug hepatotoxicity and efficacy of mitochondria targeted antioxidants & metabolic modulators in a novel in vitro human model of hepatocellular steatosis.

The Committee did not recommend funding this application.

6. Any other business

7. Date of next meeting


Friday 6 June 2014, conference rooms A&B, St. Andrew’s House, 
Edinburgh, 
9:30 am.

Annex A
3. Matters arising from the minutes of the ETMRC meeting held 

on 14 June 2013

3.1 Dr Duncan Porter, Professor Iain McInnes, Dr Carl Goodyear, Dr Pawel 
Herzyk, Dr Steve Young.  University of Glasgow (ETM/293)
The use of polyomic analyses to direct biologic therapy in biologic-naïve people with rheumatoid arthritis
A funding letter has now been issued.

	Start 
	01-10-2013
	Completion
	30-09-2014

	2013-14
	2014-15
	2015-16
	Total

	£119,875
	£42,683
	-
	£162,558


3.2 Dr Russell Petty, Dr Ian Fleming, Professor Matteo Zanda, Dr Alan Denison, 
Professor Graeme Murray, Proffessor Andy Welch, Dr Lutz Schweiger, 
Professor Elaina Collie-Duguid. University of Aberdeen (ETM/302)
Detection of hypoxic regions in oesophagogastric carcinomas with 
f-fluoroazomycin-arabinofuranoside (FAZA) positron emission tomography (PET) imaging.

A funding letter has now been issued.

	Start 
	01-01-2014
	Completion
	31-12-2015

	2013-14
	2014-15
	2015-16
	Total

	£8,961
	£77,818
	£73,018
	£159,797


3.3 Dr Simon Milling, Dr Carl Goodyear, Dr Stefan Siebert, Professor Iain 
McInnes. University of Glasgow (ETM/304)
Comparing the immunological signatures of common inflammatory diseases, to identify potential therapeutic targets.

A funding letter has now been issued.

	Start 
	01-09-2013
	Completion
	31-08-2015

	2013-14
	2014-15
	2015-16
	Total

	£75,352
	£109,913
	£34,574
	£219,839


3.4 Dr Alison JE Green, Mr Graham Fairfoul, Professor Richard SG Knight, 
Professor Robert G Will, Dr Suvankar Pal. University of Edinburgh (ETM/315)
Development of disease-specific diagnostic tests for Alzheimer's disease and Lewy body dementia based on RT-QuIC analysis of cerebrospinal fluid.
A funding letter has now been issued.

	Start 
	01-08-2013
	Completion
	31-07-2015

	2013-14
	2014-15
	2015-16
	Total

	£74,480
	£112,684
	£37,803
	£224,967
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