Chief Scientist Office – Motor Neurone Disease Ph.D. Programme 
The proposal should be completed using the headings provided and should be no longer than a total of 4 pages of text completed in Calibri font at font size 11 with no changes to the line spacing or the margins of the form.  Please delete the background note before submitting the application. The deadline for receipt of applications is 5 pm on Friday 14th October 2016. Applications should be submitted electronically to CSO_Grant_Applications@gov.scot. Specific queries relating to the Motor Neurone Disease Ph.D. programme may be addressed to Dr Alan McNair alan.mcnair@gov.scot
Background
As detailed in the Programme for Government announced on 6th September 2016, the Scottish Government is committed to funding 3 new PhD research studentships in Motor Neurone Disease.

The Scottish Government Chief Scientist Office invites applications from Scottish Universities interested in running this programme. Funding will be made available for 3 Ph.D.’s – the maximum available will be in the region of £72,000 per 3 year studentship. It is expected that this will cover the student’s stipend, Ph.D. registration fees, research costs and a modest travel budget for attending scientific symposia. It is envisaged that 1 Ph.D. student will be appointed  per academic year, starting in 2017. This will facilitate the development of a meaningful cohort of Ph.D. students working on MND, and contribute to the overall success and impact of the programme. 
Application

Organisation Details

Please include details of the institution applying for the award, and the departmental address of the primary training environment
Primary Academic lead for Motor Neurone Disease Ph.D. Programme

Please include the name, position and contact details of this individual

Administrative lead for Motor Neurone Disease Ph.D. Programme

Please include the name, position and contact details of this individual

Academic team for Motor Neurone Disease Ph.D. Programme

Please provide the names, positions and contact details of up to 3 individuals (not including the primary academic lead) who will provide academic training and cohort-building support for the 3 Ph.D. students recruited under the Motor Neurone Disease Ph.D. Programme 
Specific points for response

Training Environment

· Outline specific benefits of the training environment including the methodologies and technologies available to Ph.D. students 

· Provide a list of up to five recent publications from the Primary Academic Lead and/or members of the Academic Team that illustrate the strength of Motor Neurone Disease research available to the Ph.D. cohort
Professional Development  / Career Support
· Indicate the breadth of professional development training available to Ph.D. students
· Detail how Ph.D. students are supported to make timely, informed career choices and helped with career management

· Detail the experience of the  proposed training environment in providing Ph.D. studentships for applicants from a NMAHP (Nursing, Midwifery , Allied Health Professional) background
Cohort Building  / Networking

· Describe how the training environment will support the establishment of an integrated cohort of Ph.D. students within Motor Neurone Disease research

· Outline the current and planned opportunities for constructive networking. This may include links with Scottish, UK-wide and international 3rd sector MND organisations, patient groups, UK and international academic collaborators, industry partners etc.
Selection of Students

· Detail the policy for student recruitment (including policies to ensure equality and diversity)

· Policy for supervisor selection / training and arrangements of developing supervision skills for academic and postdoctoral staff

Supporting statement
Please provide a summary of the strategic case and unique selling points of your proposed Motor Neurone Disease Ph.D. training programme
Signature of University Vice-Principal or equivalent

I confirm that I have read and support this application to the Chief Scientist Office Motor Neurone Disease Ph.D. programme 
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Signatures of Academic Team
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