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[bookmark: _Toc234488135]Aim
The SPARCC Postdoctoral Award Scheme is designed to build research capacity across Scotland by providing up to 50% research time for clinicians who have already completed a research degree, including medical doctors who hold a Scottish NTN who are working towards the completion of their specialty training, and qualified nurses, midwives and allied health professionals.

This protected time will enable the:

•	development of fellowship or grant applications; 
•	generation of preliminary data; and 
•	development of research methodologies.

Funding will be available for 12 months in the first instance with the possibility of further extension to two years, subject to review.

[bookmark: _Toc234488136]Remit
All research funded as part of this training award must align with MRC Core Remit - Remit, programmes and priorities – MRC – UKRI.  Please read the guidance carefully before preparing your application.

[bookmark: _Toc234488137]Eligibility
Candidates must:
· Have completed a PhD or MD - candidates must have submitted by the application deadline and have been awarded the degree before they take up the post
· Be in specialty training with a Scottish NTN, where relevant, OR
· Be a qualified nurse, midwife or allied health professional 

Additionally, candidates must:
· Find a supervisor from one of the five partner universities (Aberdeen, Dundee, Glasgow, Edinburgh and St Andrews) and obtain a written statement of support
· Write a project proposal
· Have a written statement of support from the appropriate Training Programme Director (where relevant) and/or NHS/clinical employer that a SPARCC Postdoctoral Award will be supported, agreeing the required time commitments for clinical practice, research and teaching and reviewing the CCT date (where relevant)







[bookmark: _Toc234488138]Filling in the form
The application should be made via the application form on the application portal of the CSO Flexigrant System: https://cso.flexigrant.com/.

Please check your application very carefully before submitting it to us to make sure that all sections are filled in correctly.
  
[bookmark: _Toc234488139]Participants
You will need to invite a Grantee to complete your application. Please use the Participants tab on the Summary page to do this. Generally, the Grantholder/Grantee should be someone in your university who has signing authority. This is usually a person from the university’s central Research Office. If you are unsure who you should invite, please contact your Research Office or your local SPARCC representative.

Participants (ie the Grantee) will need to mark their contribution as complete for the system to register their input.  


[bookmark: _Toc234488140]Section 1 – Applicant Information

[bookmark: _Toc234488141]Host Organisation 
The grant will be awarded to the host organisation which must be a Scottish HEI, not an NHS board.

[bookmark: _Toc234488142]Clinical Profession
Select your profession from the list and populate relevant subsequent fields.

[bookmark: _Toc234488143]Postgraduate Career
This should include present employment and the end date of the current posting.

[bookmark: _Toc234488144]PhD Details
Please give the award date and title of your PhD.  If your PhD has not yet been awarded, please provide expected submission/viva dates.  

[bookmark: _Toc234488145]Summary of your PhD or MD
Please provide a summary of your PhD or MD studies. (200 words)

[bookmark: _Toc234488146]Outline of any Postdoctoral Research Experience 
Please list all roles since completing your PhD, including research and non-research, making sure you cover all the time. You need to state how much actual research time you have had from award of the PhD to the closing date of the scheme. This should be in months and worked out WTE not including any non-research time or periods of extended leave. (200 words)

[bookmark: _Toc234488147]Published Papers
Please provide a list of up to five publications.  

[bookmark: _Toc234488148]Career Intentions
Outline your career intentions. (500 words)

[bookmark: _Toc234488149]Specific Circumstances
You should use this section to tell us about any specific circumstances that may have affected your career progression, eg career breaks, working in a limited research environment, working abroad, etc. (250 words)

[bookmark: _Toc234488150]Other Relevant Information
Here you may tell us anything else that you think is pertinent to your application, but you are not obliged to complete this section. (200 words)


[bookmark: _Toc234488151]Section 2 – Proposed Research Programme 

[bookmark: _Toc234488152]Supervisor Details
You should provide the title, name, address and email address of your primary academic supervisor.

[bookmark: _Toc234488153]Research Programme Title
Please tell us the title of your proposed programme of research.

[bookmark: _Toc234488154]Abstract of Research
Please provide a scientific summary of your research. (200 words)

[bookmark: _Toc234488155]Plain English Summary
This should be a clear explanation of your research understandable to someone without a scientific background. If your application is successful, this summary will be placed on the CSO website. You may find it helpful to involve patients or members of the public in developing this summary to ensure it is appropriately written. (200 words)

[bookmark: _Toc234488156]Document Upload
Use this section to upload a copy of your project proposal. (1,000 words)

[bookmark: _Toc234488157]MRC Remit
Check the box to confirm that your proposed research programme is aligned with MRC core remit - Remit, programmes and priorities – MRC – UKRI  Please read the guidance carefully before preparing your application.

[bookmark: _Toc234488158]Describe how the public and/or patients will be involved in this work
Public involvement refers to an active partnership between researchers and members of the public in the research process rather than the use of people as 'subjects' of research. This means involving patients, carers or family members with lived experience of the topic you are studying – in other words, collaborating with those who may be directly affected by the outcomes of your research. (200 words)  

Examples of public involvement include: 
· Involvement in identifying research priorities 
· Assisting in the design and management of a research project
· Participating in specific research activities
· Serving on project advisory or steering groups
· Helping disseminate research findings 
 
For help and resources with PPI, please see the UK PPI Standards website and NHS Research Scotland PPI webpages.

[bookmark: _Toc234488159]Benefit to Public & Patients
Please outline the benefit to public and patients in the short-, medium- and long-term (200 words).

[bookmark: _Toc234488160]Plan for Continued Research Engagement
Use this space to tell us how you will continue research engagement after the SPARCC award has finished. (200 words)

[bookmark: _Toc234488161]Key Metrics for Success
Please tell us about the key metrics against which your success will be measured, including grant applications and/or attainment, research involvement, publications, etc. (200 words)

[bookmark: _Toc234488162]Current FTE and Clinical/Research Split
Please tell us your current FTE and your contracted allocation of clinical/academic time.

[bookmark: _Toc234488163]Research Time Requested
Please tell us how much research time you are requesting.  (If you already have an allocation of research time and would like this to be increased, please tell us how much additional time you would like – eg if you already have 20% research time and would like this to be increased to 50%, you should request 30% here.)

[bookmark: _Toc234488164]Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
Please check the box to confirm whether or not you have used AI to prepare your application.


[bookmark: _Toc234488165]Section 3 – Letters of Support

[bookmark: _Toc234488166]Supervisor
Your academic supevisor must complete the form (use the template) and sign to show they have agreed to take on this role. Supervisor support should address all areas of the proposed work.

[bookmark: _Toc234488167]NHS / Clinical Employer
Use the template to provide a written statement of support from the appropriate Deanery office (where relevant) and/or NHS/clinical employer that a clinical academic lectureship position SPARCC Postdoctoral Award will be supported, agreeing the required time commitments for clinical practice, research and teaching and reviewing the CCT date (where relevant).


[bookmark: _Toc150443178][bookmark: _Toc234488168]Section 4 – Grantee Information

Generally, the Grantholder/Grantee should be someone in your university who has signing authority. This is usually a person from the university research office, so it may be best to check with your institute’s research office to find out who might be best to use for this position. This should not be your supervisor.

You must add the name and contact details of the Grantee on the Summary page at the start of your application – click the Participants tab.



